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In the late 19th century, St. LouisAmericas fourth-largest citywas a hub of robust commerce and

risquÃ© entertainment. It provided an oasis for those who lived in the shadows. Since 1764, the

Gateway to the Wests LGBT community has experienced countless struggles and successes,

including protests, arrests, murders, celebrations, and parades. St. Louis had its own version of

Stonewall in October 1969 and is the hometown of icons such as Tennessee Williams and

Josephine Baker. A colorful array of activists, drag queens, leather men, artists, academics,

business leaders, and everyday folks have contributed to the rich fabric of the lesbian and gay

community in St. Louis.
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Fascinating documentation of the rich & colorful history of the LGBT community in St. Louis. The

book is well researched and entertaining with unique photos that accompany each entry. A must

read for everyone!

A very approachable take on St. Louis's gay and lesbian community. I enjoyed it, not only learned

many new things about my hometown but rekindled some fond memories of my misspent youth!

Brawley is the ultimate authority on St. Louis LGBT history and this is an enjoyable, well-crafted

book.
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